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1910     House of Lords resolutions, but the too evident truth for the first
ge      three weeks of the session was that it was not in a position to say
anything at all.
For not only the Budget and the action of the Irish, but its House
of Lords policy was still a cause of internal trouble. In spite of the
fears in the party lest the veto should be tangled up with House of
Lords " Reform," influential Ministers, of whom Sir Edward Grey
was the chief, were still strongly of opinion that the reconstitution
of the Upper House should be undertaken concurrently with the
limitation of its veto. Speaking in London on 14th March, Sir
Edward said rather pointedly that he was "for a two-Chamber
system," and that " to confine ourselves to a single-Chamber issue,
and to leave the policy of reform of the Second Chamber—to leave
all the ground unoccupied for the other side—would result for us,
politically speaking, in disaster, death, and damnation." Sir
Edward was represented in after times as having said that single-
Chamber government was " disaster, death, and damnation," but
he applied these words only to the political consequences to the
Liberal Party of leaving the reconstitution of the Second Chamber
to its opponents. The majority of his colleagues and practically
the entire rank and file of the party were, on the contrary, of opinion
that the predicted disaster would surely follow if the question of the
veto became involved in the question of reform, and thought it
good sense to leave that ground for the present to Lord Lansdowne
and Lord Bosebery, the last of whom had for nearly thirty years
been appealing to the House of Lords to take up the question of its
own reform, though with practically no success. There were
moments when resignations threatened on this issue also, but the
differences were finally composed on the preamble to the Parliament
Bill:
cc Whereas it is intended to substitute for the House of Lords as it at
present exists a Second Chamber constituted on a popular instead of
hereditary basis, but such a substitution cannot immediately be brought
into operation: And whereas provision will require hereafter to be
made by Parliament in a measure effecting such substitution for limiting
and defining the powers of the new Second Chamber, but it is expedient
to make such provision as in this Act appears for restricting the existing
powers of the House of Lords."
The reconstitution of the Upper House was thus bequeathed as a
legacy to any Government or party which might be willing to take
it up in tibe future. None so far has shown any alacrity to do so,

